* English / Literature

Philosophy and Ethics

, * History / Ancient
What subjects History
does * Politics

* We usually require a Level 5 in GCSE : « Geograph
RS to take A Level. A minimum of a Philosophy and *SGciologvv
Level 4 in English is also necessary;

* The course does involve a lot of
reading and writing... so if you don’t
enjoy this or don’t find this easy, think DUCCECSSIL * Maths / Economics (for
carefully. Also, the lessons involve a combinations are B
lot of discussion and debate, so make
sure that this is what you enjoy;

* We expect you to write essays
regularly, up to once a week, alongside
doing your own reading and research
outside the classroom. It is a lot of

Ethics combine « Languages

well with? * Art / Music / Drama

* Maths / Physics,
Chemistry or Biology
(for Medicine)

* We follow the OCR H573 specification,
which is the most popular course
nationally [plenty of textbooks, resources
etc.]

* The course is split into 3 PAPERS, each
So. what examined at the end of Year 13 through a
’ 2 hour exam.

work, but it is interesting, challenging, does the * Each exam consists of 4 40 mark essay
. uestions, or whnic OUu Cchoose To write 5.
rewa rdlng WOI’k; COUrsSE Cover? q- The essays are a IotTike GCSE 12/15 markers,

but longer and more detailed!

* There is NO COURSEWORK in RS and no
complicated exam-technique... you just
learn how to write a good essay, exactly
as you will at university in most subjects.

e |f \Lou are genuinely interested in the
subject, most people can do it!




Philosophy is a vibrant and
popular A Level course, with
masses of books, websites,
events, conferences and national
essay-prizes running to support
it.

Students who are excited by
ideas and who want to learn to
think critically and analytically

and write a persuasive argument.

Who Takes Philosophy and Ethics?

c16,000 students a year in the
UK... +50% on 2003. Similar
numbers nationally to Politics
and MFL... combined.

Students thinking about studying
Arts or Humanities at
University... or Law, Medicine,
Business.



Topics in Philosophy and Ethics

Can euthanasia
ever be justified?

Are we truly
free?

What is the

nature of reality?

Is God dead?

Are we still
responsible for
our actions?

Christianity and
Feminism

Do businesses
have a
responsibility?

Can we talk
about God?

Can Christian
and a pluralist
society exist?

Is there life after
death?

Can we really
talk about God?

Can Marxism
and Christianity
work together?

Does morality
matter?

A 4

Is life worth
living?

Is Christianity
sexist?

What does it
mean to be
good?
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Transferable Skills

GRE (Graduate Record Examinations) testing suggests that
Philosophy and Ethics students have excellent reading & writing
skills, communication skills, at least as good as those of English
students. These skills are central to most careers.

* Philosophy students learn how to critically analyse texts and
arguments, which is particularly vital in Law and business;

* Philosophy students learn to develop persuasive written
arguments... which is useful in media, journalism and writing, sales,
business, politics and of course Law.

Philosophy students learn to discuss the most difficult,

personal, emotional issues in a sensitive way... this makes them
empathetic & sympathetic with great people-skills and cultural
awareness, which is important for jobs in management and for
services like teaching, police and social work.




What do Philosophy

@,
and Ethics students O

do as a career...

Studying Philosophy at A Level (and University) is a
great preparation for a wide range of careers.

Popular choices include Marketing, Sales &
Management, Law, Media, Publishing, Police,
Teaching and Social Work.

Philosophy gives you an ability to think critically

and analytically, evaluating and developing
persuasive arguments while also understanding
how people think and a lot about how society and
culture works.

Employers value Philosophy students’ skills in
analysis, evaluation, argumentation and persuasion
as well as their people-skills and cultural literacy.



Final Thoughts From Teacher

* One of the traditional, well-respected A Level subjects on a par
with English Literature, History, Geography, Economics;

* Both Oxford and Cambridge University list Philosophy and
Ethics amongst their preferred subjects;

* The Russell Group’s document Informed Choices says,

“There are some advanced subjects which provide suitable
preparation for entry to university generally, but which we do
not include within the facilitating subjects because there are
relatively few degree programmes where an A Level in these
subjects would be a requirement for entry. Examples of such
subjects include Economics and Philosophy...”
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